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WOODBRIDGE COUNCIL
Minutes of meeting Wednesday 11th February 2026 held at Lea Church Room at 10.00 am.
Present: Rev Christian Saguyan, Chair; Rev Steve Wilkinson; Roger Sherhod, Brinkworth; Gill Smith and Bridget Beardshall, Lea; Anna Kent and Richard Wood, Great Somerford; Robert Beverley, Little Somerford; Ann Sturgis, Dauntsey; Liz Walker and David Briggs, Garsdon.
1. Prayers – Christian opened the meeting with prayers.
2. Apologies, Rev Mike Graham, Michael Bromley Gardner, Tony Yates and Cec Smith.
3. Minutes of last meetings – held on 8th October and 10th December 2025 were approved and signed. following some minor changes. 
4. Matters arising – 
a. Gill asked about the production of a note from Steve regarding Reserves Policy who responded that he had not yet had an opportunity to create this due to other pressing demands on his time. 
b. Gill asked about the installation of the new laptop for the Woodbridge Administrator and was advised that this was being dealt with by Black Nova. David advised members that this company had invoiced us for all their work on cleaning up our computer system following the hack in December and the cost of £540 would appear in the 2026 Q1 parish invoices, possibly with a charge for setting up the new laptop.
c. Gill queried the new charge for the group Outlook software and was advised that Microsoft no longer accepted us as a charity. 
5. Rector’s Items – 
a. Woodbridge Group of Churches – Governance – Steve introduced the latest version of the Governance Scheme which reflected the suggestions made previously by members. The earlier versions had already been seen and discussed by PCCs and WGC. A typo was highlighted and corrected as was the date by which PCCs needed to respond to this scheme. Schedule 1 would also be amended to reflect the fact that the office equipment etc being transferred to the new Woodbridge Group Joint Council would relate to that presently held in the parish office. Steve invited all parish representatives to express their views on the wording of the scheme, and a subsequent resolution was passed as per the following:
The Woodbridge Group Council resolved to support the paper ‘Joint Council of Woodbridge Group Partial Scheme to establish a Joint Council’ dated 6th February 2026. There were 9 members present at the meeting with 8 votes in favour, no votes against and 1 abstention. The resolution was passed.
The Woodbridge Group Council endorses the paper, and encourages each PCC to do the same at their next meeting and asks each PCC to bring this paper to their 2026 Annual Parochial Church Meeting where they should pass a resolution supporting it’
PCC representatives please ensure these points are actioned at forthcoming meetings.
b. Carbon Net Zero – David reported that Garsdon would be going ahead with the installation of Infrared Overhead Heaters without the support of a diocesan grant. Members were also advised that the Listed Places of Worship Grant Scheme would close on 31st March 2026 or earlier if the funds were expended. This would be replaced from 1st April 2026 by Places of Worship Renewal Fund, details yet to be announced. 
c. Appointment of Inspecting Architect (IA) – Parish Representatives confirmed the working party’s recommendation to appoint Tom Griffin, of B2B Architects, as the Inspecting Architect for all six parishes, subject to final confirmation by Little Somerford PCC. It was also agreed that the Secretary should write to the DAC, on behalf of all six parishes, requesting their approval to this appointment. It was agreed that the Secretary write to John Malaiperuman thanking him for his help and service over the last 10 years, together with a Gift Voucher for £60. Post meeting note – Little Somerford PCC has agreed to the appointment of Tom Griffin as IA.
6. Pastoral 
a. Summer Rota – Christian tabled this rota. This was welcomed subject to some minor ongoing amendments.
b. Safeguarding – No comments.
c. Reports from parishes on items of interest – 
Brinkworth – Roger’s report attached.
Dauntsey – Post meeting note from Cec Smith. The PCC is wishing to upgrade the Bell Tower and create a new floor. Stephen Tuck has been most helpful with advice and in helping secure a grant of £5,000 towards the costs involved. The church is holding a Per Service on Sunday 1st March to which all are welcome.
Lea – Gill was pleased to report a good attendances at their Christingle and Great Barn Nativity services and was looking forward to Messy Church service this coming Saturday. 
Little Somerford – Robert was pleased to report that the work was now well in hand to repair the vestry despite the discovery of human remains at the site. The DAC had been very helpful in supporting this work.
d. Men’s Well Being Event – Christian was pleased to report another successful gathering on 21st January, and it was now hoped to hold monthly meetings with a meal on alternate months. Christian was delighted to announce that BSW Community Grants had awarded £2,100 funding for this initiative over the next two years. Christian was thanked most warmly for leading on this. Please see Tom Russell’s attached report on the January event.
e. Away Day- Saturday 6th June, 10.00 – 12.00 noon – Christian tabled a revised programme for consideration. This was accepted by members as it appeared slightly less ‘cramped’ than previously envisaged. Members were supportive and were pleased that members of the villages were also welcome to attend the event kindly hosted by the Rawlins Family at their farm. The event is open to the wider village communities.  The detailed agenda/poster to follow.
7. Administration – 
a. Appointment of Group Safeguarding Officer – no progress, so carried forward to next meeting
b. Occasional Service Fees – Administration of – a further discussion took place on the previously circulated paper. Although not all treasurers’ views were available, it was clear that there was not a great appetite for this to move forward. Our thanks to Maggie, Christina, and Michaael Bromley Gardner for their helpful input.	
c. Website revision – Clarification was given as to the items on our website that required updating.
8. Treasurers Report – 
a. Accounts for the quarter to 31st December 2025 have been circulated. Michael requests PCCs to make prompt payments of their amounts due please.
b. Reserves Policy – note from Steve to be carried forward to next meeting.
9. Any other business: 
i. The fact that Brinkworth PCC do not make interim quarterly payments to the Woodbridge Churches account was queried. It was hoped that this would be corrected once the new governance scheme was in place.
ii. A question was asked as to whether plastic flowers were allowed to be placed on graves in churchyards. It was thought that this was being considered by General Synod.
10. The meeting closed at 11.30 am with The Grace.
11. Dates of future meetings - Wednesday mornings at 10.00am. 15th April at Garsdon; 10th June at Great Somerford; 12th August at Garsdon; 14th October at Great Somerford; 9th December at Lea Church Room.
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